PRE-RELEASE
INVENTORY
Additional items to add to your list!

1. List the gifts that you bring with you!
•

Include your courage, determination and authenticity.

•

Your ability to listen well and offer the greatest gift a person
can give: your attention.

•

The special tools and skills you've developed to share with
employers, coworkers, customers and clients.

•

Expanded knowledge, compassion and commitment to
those who are close to you.

•

The unique perspective, and pro-social community-building
skills that you have to construct the future with others!

2. Prepare for tough times. Write down book titles, articles, names of friends and family, and
community resources you can turn to when things are tough; or when you feel down or
vulnerable. When it's difficult to reach out to people; books may be a good place to start.

3. Check for "Over-Confidence". It's crucial to be confident…but foolish to be over-confident!
Here are a couple of ideas to locate and address possible points of overconfidence:
+ Play "Devil's Advocate". Be critical and pessimistic. If possible, solicit the help of a friend or
a young person. (In general, the young are better at this than adults.)
+ Resist comparing yourself to others. Everyone does things differently!
+ Listen to, and address, concerns or criticisms from others. This doesn't mean you need to argue
with them or change course. Just check to see if you are fully considering their perspective.
+ Mix modesty and humility with enthusiasm.

4. Remember: you've
got a lot of choices
ahead! There's always
more than one option,
and almost always more
than two. Try to find at
least 4 options from
which you can build or
blend options to create
your best opportunities!
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AGENCY and ACTION
What can we do,
with what we have,
where we are,
right now

?

*** We can get ready for change; ready to build what comes next;
ready for the unknown! We can read, write, plan, draw, and think –
as a strategic problem solver and community building collaborator.
*** We can stay flexible…mentally and physically…so that whatever
comes, we will be ready and able to adjust and contribute.
*** We can reflect, and deepen our understanding and compassion.
*** We can consider the things that we would most love to give our
deep attention to and consider how our unique gifts could bring strength
to the areas we are most passionate about.
*** We can gather tools and build skills that we will need such as
attending to issues with anxiety, depression, loneliness, self-doubt; or
deepening skills we already have and which are so hard to find such as
listening and caring.
*** We could learn something important for community building, so we
can share it with any community we join.
*** Feel free to reach out to Fair Shake to see if we can connect you
with a group of people who are working in the area where you would
like to invest your efforts: outreach@fairshake.net.
Wishing you all the best through your transitions to come! Your
success is important to me…and to our future together. Ubuntu!

