
      This is the survey that informs the PATTERN* ASSESSMENT; 
         the scientistic algorithm-based tool that allegedly determines a person’s ‘risk of recidivism’.   

            *PATTERN - Prisoner Assessment Tool Targeting Estimated Risk and Needs  

 

Federal Bureau Of Prisons 

TRULINCS Survey 

Personal Inmate Information 

 
Survey Title: MCAA Questionnaire  

Survey Description:  This questionnaire has two parts (Part A and Part B).  Part A asks some 

questions about the persons you spent time with in the community (your friends and 

acquaintances). Part B asks whether you agree or disagree with a series of statements. On both 

Parts, please answer all the questions.  

 

 Q1. Part A asks you to consider the three 

adults you spent the most time with 

 in the community.  For each person, reflect 

on how much of your free time you spent 

with him or her.  Then answer the remaining 

questions to the best of your knowledge.  

    Response: NA  (This is really on the survey) 

 

Q2.   How much of your free time you spend 

with Person #1 

o Less than 25% 

o Between 25% and 50% of your time 

o Between 50% and 75% of your time 

o Between 75% and 100% of your time 

 

Q3.  Has Person #1 ever committed a 

crime?   

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q4.  Does Person #1 have a criminal 

record?  

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q5. Has Person #1 ever been to jail?  

o Yes 

o No 

Q6  Has Person #1 tried to involve you in a 

crime?  

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q7. How much of your free time you spend 

with Person #2? 

o Less than 25% 

o Between 25% and 50% of your time 

o Between 50% and 75% of your time 

o Between 75% and 100% of your time 

 

Q8. Has Person #2 ever committed a crime?       

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q9.  Does Person #2 have a criminal 

record?  

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q10. Has Person #2 ever been to jail?  

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q11.  Has Person #2 tried to involve you in 

a crime?  

o Yes 

o No 

Q12.  How much of your free time you 

spend with Person #3? 

o Less Than 25% 



o Between 25% and 50% of your time 

o Between 50% and 75% of your time 

o Between 75% and 100% of your time 

 

Q13. Has Person #3 ever committed a 

crime?   

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q14.  Does Person #3 have a criminal 

record?  

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q15. Has Person #3 ever been to jail?  

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q16.  Has Person #3 tried to involve you in 

a crime?  

o Yes 

o No 

 

Q17.  Part B   Please answer all the 

questions by checking either Agree or 

Disagree below.  Just read the statement, 

think about whether you agree with it or not, 

and then mark your answer.  Please answer 

every one.  

   Response: NA (This is really on the survey) 

 

Q18.  It’s okay to hit someone who insults 

you.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q 19. Stealing to survive is okay.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

 

Q20. I’m not likely to commit a crime in the 

future. 

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q21. I have a lot in common with people 

who break the law.   

o Agree 

o Disagree  

 

Q22. There’s nothing wrong with beating up 

a snitch.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q23. A person is right to take what is owed 

them, even if they have to steal it.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q24.  I would keep any amount of money I 

found.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q25. None of my friends have committed 

crimes.   

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q26. Sometimes you have to fight to keep 

your self-respect. 

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q27.  I should be allowed to decide what’s 

right and wrong. 

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q28. I could see myself lying to the police. 

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q29.  I know several people who have 

committed crimes.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 



Q30.  Someone who makes you very angry 

deserves to be punched. 

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q31. Only I should decide what I deserve.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q32.  In certain situations, I would try to 

outrun the police.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q33.  I wouldn’t steal, and I would hold it 

against anyone who does.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q34. People who get beat up usually had it 

coming.  

o Agree 

o Disagree  

 

Q35.  I should be treated like anyone else, 

no matter what I’ve done.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q36.  It’s okay to cheat certain people.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q37. I always feel comfortable around 

criminal friends.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

 

Q38.  It’s all right to fight someone if they 

stole from you.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q39.  It’s wrong for a lack of money to stop 

you from getting the things you want.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q40.  I could easily tell a convincing lie.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q41.  Most of my friends don’t have criminal 

records. 

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q42.  It’s not wrong to hit someone who puts 

you down.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q43.  A hungry man has the right to steal.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q44. Rules won’t stop me from doing what I 

want.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q45. I have friends who have been to jail.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q46.  Snitches get what they have coming.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q47. Taking what is owed you is not really 

stealing. 

o Agree 

o Disagree 

Q48. I would not enjoy getting away with 

something wrong.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 



Q49. None of my friends have ever wanted 

to commit a crime.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q50. It’s not wrong to fight to save face.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q51.  Only I can decide what is right and 

wrong.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q52. I would run a scam if I could get away 

with it.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q53. I have committed a crime with friends.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q54. Someone who makes you angry 

shouldn’t complain if they get punched.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q55. A person should decide what they 

deserve out of life.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q56.  I would commit a crime if I had good 

reason.   

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

 

Q57. I have friends who are well known to 

the police.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q58.  There’s nothing wrong with beating up 

someone who asks for it.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q59. No matter what I’ve done, it’s only right 

to treat me like everyone else.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q60.  I won’t break the law again.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q61. It’s okay to fight someone who cheated 

you.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q62. A lack of money shouldn’t stop you 

from getting what you want.  

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

Q63. I would enjoy fooling the police.   

o Agree 

o Disagree 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q64.  ACES This is a survey about your 

experiences as a child or teen. Please circle 

No or Yes to the questions below. These 

questions are about when you were a child 

or >18 yrs. 

  Response: NA  



 

Q65 When you were growing up, did a 

parent or adult in your family:  

* Often say things that put you down or 

humiliate you? 

* Often do things that made you afraid of 

getting hurt?  (select YES if either is true) 

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q66.  When you were growing did a parent 

or adult in your family:  

Often push, grab, slap or throw things at 

you?  

Ever hit you so hard that you had marks or 

were injured? 

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q67. When you were growing up, did an 

adult or an older child (at least 5 years older 

than you): 

  Ever touch or fondle you sexually?         

  Ever make you touch their body sexually?                    

  Ever make or try to make you have oral,   

   anal or vaginal intercourse?  

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q68.  When you were growing up, did it 

often seem:      

     No one in your family loved or cared 

about you?  

    Your family didn’t stick together or support 

each other?  

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q69. When you were growing up, did you 

often feel:   

   You did not have enough to eat?  

   You had to wear dirty clothes? 

   You had no one to protect you?  

The adult who cared for you was too drunk 

or high to take care of you or bring you to 

the doctor?  

o No 

o Yes 

 

 Q70. When you were growing up, did you 

lose a biological parent due to divorce, 

abandonment or another reason?    

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q71. When you were growing up, was your 

mother, or the woman who cared for you 

physically abused (for example, hit, slapped, 

pushed, grabbed or threatened with a 

weapon)?     

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q72. When you were growing up, did you 

ever live with someone who had a drinking 

problem, or who used drugs illegally? 

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q73. When you were growing up, did you 

ever live with someone who attempted 

suicide or who had a serious mental 

problem?     

o No 

o Yes 

 

Q74. When you were growing up, did you 

ever live with someone who went to prison?   

 

o No 

o Yes

 


