
Prisoner-Written Books Wanted for Publication  
 

If you are a prisoner who has written a book, or would like to write a book, we want to publish it. All books on any 
subject are welcome. We do not screen or censor in any way, so you are free to write anything you wish. There is no 
charge to you to publish your book and no charge to anyone who wishes to read it. Plus you retain full rights to your 
book if you later wish to place it with a literary agent or commercial publisher. Placing your book on our website is in 
fact a good way to bring it to the attention of agents and larger publishers (and protect it under common copyright law). 
You won’t get an agent or publisher unless there is a “buzz” or following for you and your book, which our free 
publishing program can help secure. Even bestselling author Stephen King had to self-publish and give away his first 
five books, which were eventually picked up and published by commercial publishers after he was “discovered.” 
 
When we receive your book, it will be scanned in its entirety, just as you submitted it to us. Do not send only a portion 
of your book and tell us that more will be sent later since we will publish only what you initially send and not add to the 
book later (though you can send us a different book with another title which we will 
publish). Any language is acceptable. Whether handwritten or typed, your book will be 
scanned and published exactly as we receive it. It can even contain drawings and photos if 
you wish to include them (at beginning or end only--the same thing applies to color).. 
 
After we scan your book, it will be placed on the Internet for free worldwide distribution and 
reading on our popular and fully searchable website www.PrisonsFoundation.org. It will 
remain there indefinitely (unless you or your new publisher compensates us $75 for the 
cost of removal). If you want to have a family member, friend, literary agent, 
commercial publisher or anyone else read or download your book after it is published 
by us, just give that person the website address www.PrisonsFoundation.org and direct 
them to search for your name and the title of your book there. When a person clicks your 
name, your book will appear on their computer to read, download or print without charge to 
them. It’s as simple and easy as that, which explains why the books we publish are so 
widely read and talked about. Yours can be one of them. 
 
Now you have a worldwide, unfettered voice. Here are some guidelines you must follow for us to publish your book. 1. Every 
page of your book should be 8 ½ by 11 or 8 ½ by 14 unbound white typing paper (if paper is lined, too light, holed, wrinkled, 
creased or with glue on edges, some pages might not scan); 2. Nonfiction and fiction books must be over 100 pages and not 
more than 600 pages; 3. Plays, screenplays, poetry books, music books, art books and comic books must be over 20 pages 
and not more than 150 pages; 4. A SASE must accompany your book (if your prison rules permit) so we can inform you of its 
imminent publication and verify that you are indeed the author (no pen name can be used); 5. The cover of your book or 
second page should contain your name, title of the book (unique name, not Part 2, no more than 10 words, including subtitle), 
date, whether the book is a novel, nonfiction. etc., a brief paragraph about it and both your prison address and your outside 
permanent address (if you have one); 6. Legal motions, transcripts and court records (unless they are short and part of your 
book) will NOT be published; 7. If your book includes photos or drawings, they must be glued or taped firmly to the pages at 
the beginning or end of your book; 8. Use only one side of each sheet of paper (though you can use paper with one side 
previously used for another purpose as long as you X-out the side that is not part of your book). If you write or type your book 
on both sides, all odd pages will scanned  first followed by all even pages, so the reader will have to print and collate your 
book to be read properly. We also recommend that you number (bottom is best) and put your name on every page, print or 
type your book legibly and use a dictionary and thesaurus to check spelling and word usage (see reverse side for offer). 
Remember, once your book is published on our website, it will remain there forever. Books can also be submitted 
electronically as Word or PDF documents. No manuscript will be returned. If you want a copy for yourself, either make it 
before you send the book to us or wait for it to be published by us at www.PrisonsFoundation.org so you (or your outside 
contact) can download or print it from the Internet. It will be on the Internet permanently, so you can print it anytime in the 
near or distant future. Sorry but we cannot edit or critique your book and will only answer brief questions if you send us a 
SASE. Kindly allow up to 30 days for a reply and 30 days after we receive your book for it to be published on 
www.PrisonsFoundation.org, though ten days are common. Please send your book to the address below.  

Special Note; If you or your friends or family care to support our work with a donation, we will reward you by 
featuring your name and book on the front homepage of our website and a FREE link to your book. This gives you 
double the impact since your book will be viewable at two locations on our website. Whether you donate or not, 
your book will still be published and remain on our website indefinitely. But a donation gives you and your book 
prominent front-page publicity and a second link, which no other author receives. A $50 donation covers one year's 
publicity, $100 covers two years, etc. (Non-prisoners and businesses must donate twice this much for this special 
publicity and link.) Donations can be made online by using the donate button on our website or by sending a check 
or money order to  the address below. Thank you for your help in bringing wide attention to the talents of prisoners. 
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