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Sample Interview Questions
The interview is your chance to show an employer your unique qualities and it is also the time you can
ask more about the employer, the company culture and the job you are applying for. Before you
interview be sure to find out all you can about the company so you understand who they are, and also
so the interviewer knows you care.
Interviews can be stressful; the best way to manage that stress is to be prepared. If you are ready to
answer the questions below you will be prepared for most of the questions that might come up.
There are many variables that make finding a job even more complicated if you have a criminal
record. How much should you disclose and when should you disclose it? How do you explain your
criminal record and still land a job? How do you address it during an interview? We explore these
questions and more at the end of this document.
Possible Interview Questions: About the Job and the Company
• Why did you apply for this job?
• What experience, skills and characteristics do you possess to do the job?
• Why do you think you are the best person for this job?
• Why should we hire you?
• What have your learned about our company?
• How do you see your role in joining this or any company?
• Describe good customer service.
• Describe handling a challenge with a co-worker
• Are you willing to travel?
• Do you have any limitations that would inhibit you from doing this job?
• How long do you think you would like to be employed by this company?
Possible Interview Questions: About You
• Tell me about yourself.
• What are you passionate about?
• What is your greatest strength? What is your greatest weakness?
• What do you do when you’re angry?
• If you know your supervisor is wrong about something, how would you handle it?
• Describe a difficult work situation and how you dealt with it.
• Describe your work style.
• How would you describe the pace at which you work?
• How do you handle stress and pressure?
• Tell me about how you worked effectively under pressure.
• What motivates you? Are you self-motivated?
• What are your salary expectations? (if it is not listed with the job posting)
• What types of decisions are difficult for you? What types are easy?
• If you could relive the last 10 years of your life, what would you do differently?
• If the people who know you were asked why you should be hired, what would they say?
• Do you prefer to work independently or with others?
• Tell me about your ideal work environment.
• How do you evaluate success?
• What are your career goals? How do you plan to achieve these goals?
• Give an example of a goal you reached and tell me how you achieved it.
• Give an example of a goal you didn't meet and how you handled it.
• Give an example of how you set goals and achieve them.
• How do you handle a challenge?
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Possible Interview Questions: Your Work History
• Tell me about ___ company listed on your resume.
• What were your duties, responsibilities, expectations…for the position and as an employee?
• What challenges did you face? How did you handle them?
• What did you like about this job? What did you dislike about this job?
• What was your biggest accomplishment at this job? At any job?
• What were your favorite and least favorite aspects about the people you worked with, including
supervisors?
• What attributes to you like to see in a supervisor?
• What do you expect from a supervisor?
• Tell me a little about your favorite and least favorite supervisor.
• Why did you leave this job? (why did you quit or why were you fired?)
• Have you been in a position when you did not have enough work to do? What did you do with
your time?
• Have you made a mistake? How did you handle it?
• Have you ever dealt with company policy you weren't in agreement with? How?
• Have you gone above and beyond the call of duty? If so, how?
• When you worked on multiple projects how did you prioritize?
• How did you handle meeting a tight deadline?
• What do you do when your schedule is interrupted? Give an example of how you handle it.
• Tell me about a difficult situation with a co-worker? How did you handle it?
• Tell me about your experience working with a team.
• Have you motivated employees or co-workers? Tell me about it.
• Give me an example of when you did and when you didn't listen.
• Have you handled a difficult situation with a co-worker? How?
• Have you handled a difficult situation with a supervisor? How?
• Have you handled a difficult situation with another department? How?
• Have you handled a difficult situation with a client or vendor? How?
Possible Interview Questions: Incarceration
• Why were you incarcerated?
• What did you learn from that experience?
• Do you have challenges or limitations that could affect your work schedule?
• What have you been doing to prepare for employment since you came home?
• Were you employed or in school when you were incarcerated? If so, tell me about your work.
Tell me about your education.
Illegal questions:
• What is your age?
• How many children do you have? Are you pregnant?
• How much do you weigh? How tall are you?
• Do you live with anyone? Who?
• Are you married or in a relationship?
Legal alternatives:
• Are you over 18 years old?
• Can you lift 60 pounds?
• Is there anything that might interfere with your work schedule?
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Related to Your Criminal Record
An employer may not ask questions about a previous arrest or conviction. They may ask if you have
been convicted of specific crimes if they are relevant to the position being applied for. An employer
may not refuse employment to someone just because they have a criminal record.
Lisa Pollan, site coordinator at LIFT-DC, says they encourage formerly incarcerated clients to collect
"evidence of rehabilitation." This evidence should prove to employers that the client has changed
since their offense and is now a responsible member of society. Evidence of rehabilitation can include:
• letters of recommendation from employers or advocates
• proof of training program completion/certificates (including during incarceration)
• participation in a mentoring or support group
For Job Applications, LIFT-DC counsels clients to do the following:
• Only answer what is asked: If a question asks if you have been convicted of a felony, you
can say no if you only have misdemeanors. If a question asks if you have been convicted of a
felony in the last seven years, and you were convicted 10 years ago, answer no.

•

Answer truthfully: A company may hire ex-offenders but have a policy of terminating anyone
who lies on an application.

•

Demonstrate change: If you answer a question about your record by writing, "Yes, but I got
my GED while I was incarcerated," you show that you are educated, focused and want to make
positive changes in your life. You can also attach a written explanation of your situation, and
proof of your rehabilitation.

Check out LIFT-DC for more tips on interviewing! http://www.liftcommunities.org/
From the National Reentry Resource Center:
http://www.nationalreentryresourcecenter.org/faqs/employment-and-education#Q8
How should job-seekers respond to questions regarding past convictions?
•
•
•

Acknowledge the previous mistakes in a concise and businesslike way
mention any relevant skills or interests developed while in prison or prior to entering prison
reinforce a commitment and an interest in the new job, by stating, for example, "I'm more mature now and my top priority is to work at [company] to use my abilities, focus on the work, and
make a fresh start."

Applicants should be familiar with their criminal history to answer accurately specific questions on job
applications and in interviews.
Race/Religion
An employer may not ask you about your religion but it may come up if they ask you what days/times
you are available. An employer may not judge you for being a part of any race or religion but may
decide not to hire you if you are unavailable for any crucial time for the position you are applying.
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