
Motivation Tips

From the Fair Shake Ownership Manual:  

Often people use - and many people want - EXTRINSIC MOTIVATORS (outside forces) to get us 
to do things we don’t desire to do.  Do we want to be lured by a Carrot?  Do we prefer to be scared by 
a Stick?  Bribe…or….threat?   Encourage you to buy a gizmo with a coupon or worry that you will not 
be hip if you don’t have the gizmo?  Do you recognize these extrinsic motivators?  You will find more 
examples of extrinsic motivators all around you once you start to take notice.   Alas, extrinsic 
motivators work well to get us to do some things, but not everything. 

We cannot always be pulled or pushed.  Sometimes we just want to be interested in what we’re doing!

The forces that can energize us through our most challenging and creative tasks are often our 
INTRINSIC MOTIVATORS (inside forces) that bring satisfaction when we do tasks we don’t care 
for but can find meaning in.  For example, hanging laundry may be your least favorite thing to do, but 
you need clean clothes. This mundane task can transform to something beautiful when it happens on 
a warm, sunny day in the early spring. Just knowing that a beautiful day of hanging laundry is possible 
makes it easier to hang laundry on less desirable days. Intrinsic motivators make the tough stuff 
tolerable and can even connect us to the rest of the people on the planet who are going through tough 
stuff.  And also to the people who are enjoying the spring sun while hanging out their laundry.  

When we have an inner goal, a desire to solve a puzzle, the wish to work out something by ourselves, 
we are often motivated with speed, stamina, determination and creativity!  Often our values and 
beliefs provide the fuel for our intrinsic motivation motors.  

Motivation Tips: 

1. Systematically and deliberately create success. Decide what you want to do and what you 
will do when you get there. Now explore the steps you need to take to get you to where you want to 
be. Remember to anticipate the hurdles!  

2. Don't  let  your excuses get in the way. You will come up with every excuse in the book to not 
move forward. You will even believe many of your excuses are legitimate.  When you believe your 
excuses you can become stuck.  Are you a victim or are you a creative thinker who can solve a 
problem? 

Self  Motivation - While mangers often try to find ways to motivate people from the outside, the 
best way to get things done is simply by wanting to do them. The more we align ourselves with our 
goals, values and interests, the more easily we can find the necessary motivation to carry out our 
tasks. Sometimes we have to keep our ‘eyes on the prize’ and work through things we really don’t 
like – and sometimes we have to wait patiently - to get to the ultimate goal that we value the most. 

“Whether you think you can or whether you think you can't, you're right.” - Henry Ford

“He is able who thinks he is able.” – The Buddha
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3. Change habits and behaviors that lead you to procrastinate.  Are you doing things that 
are holding you back? Schedule time to do nothing and other than that time, stay on track with your 
goals.   

4. Several small  jobs done over short periods of t ime are more manageable than one 
large task. Instead of focusing on the difficulty of the large task, break it into smaller jobs and create 
a timeline for finishing them.

5. Try tackling the more undesirable tasks early  so that you can pursue more pleasant 
activities later in the day.

6. Exercise self-discipline.  Say ‘no’ when you need to…to yourself and to others. Keep your 
“eyes on the prize!”

7. Overcome procrastinat ion and block out human and media obstacles.  Sometimes we 
have to just get started, even when we don’t feel like we’re ready, or even up for the task.  Often just 
the ACT of getting started is enough to get engaged and encouraged.  Refuse to let others divert you 
from your path!  Procrastination is a self-defeating behavior that develops - in part - due to the fear of 
failure and paradoxically, the fear of success!

8. Reward yourself.  Your self-motivation will increase enormously if you give yourself a pat on the 
back for a job well done. It feels great to accomplish tasks!

9. Have fun! Learning to enjoy yourself keeps you enthusiastic and motivated and helps you keep 
stress to a minimum.  After all, good vibes create more good vibes!

10. Imagine what the rewards will  be when you f inally reach your destination and keep 
that thought foremost in your mind. You can also imagine the bad consequences (pain, frustration, the 
feeling of defeat) that may occur if you don’t, if you prefer to look at it that way.  Carrot or stick? 

11. Tell  someone about your goals.  Show them or mark stages on a calendar to emphasize 
and visualize your goal. Check in with them periodically to tell them of your progress.  

12. Review your habits;  do you see yourself  accomplishing your goals? You must change 
the habits that lead you to procrastinate in the first place. Lose, shorten or refuse to participate in 
demotivating habits during in appropriate times of the day (watching TV, disengaging from your goals) 
and replace them with habits that lead engaging in and control of your life.

13 Find your true interest. If you dislike certain tasks, just look at them in the big picture…they 
are character building steps on the path of getting you to your greater goal. 

14. Make lists of the smaller  jobs then t ick off the work that you have completed. 
Prepare a list of the things you have to do. Prioritize the list and then start ticking off tasks as they are 
completed. If you do this right, you may become motivated to complete them all!
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