
 
 

Myth: FALSE DICHOTOMIES – The idea that you must choose between two options: Yes or 
No. Good or Bad. Right or Wrong. Candidate A or B. Rise or Fall. With Us or Against Us. 
Science vs Religion. Rational vs. Emotional. Individual vs. Group. and one that I've heard a lot in 
my life: "That's a man's (sport, job, perspective); it's not for women". (a form of yes or no) 
Whenever you need to make a choice, see if you can find 4, 5, or even 10 options! 
 
Myth: WE STOP LEARNING – If I had never touched a flame before I turned 58 years old, I 
would learn to never touch one in the future if I touched one today. We acquire information 
constantly and we organize it into meaning. We may even care enough to find out how what we 
learned relates to what we already know and believe. One thing school failed to teach us is how 
to learn, and how to discern what we learn. The 'information sources' today are louder, strangely 
influential, and grossly incomplete. To get the full picture, we have to dig for information and ask 
good questions, while also trying to avoid getting overwhelmed or trapped. We must keep 
learning, and as we learn, we can learn to live together better! We do not have to accept 
limitations or acceptable levels of suffering. We are NOT STUCK. We can learn…and then 
change…whatever we want. “There is no inevitability as long as there is a willingness to 
contemplate what is happening.” - Marshall McLuhan (author of The Medium is the Message) 
 

Myth: MERITOCRACY ' - The more you learn the more you earn', 'you can make it if you try', 
'pull yourself up', etc. Many ways to reinforce the idea that the people who have the money and 
the stuff are successful because they earned what they have, they got all their money through 
hard work and a shrewd (including a 100% respectful, environmentally-sound and firearms-free!) 
investment strategy. If only. Investing is almost never in line with our humanity values…yet it is 
always in our best interest to invest in humanity. Meritocracy is justified stratification; people 
above others for their achievements. Michael Sandel said: "We've slid into the assumption that 
the money people make is the measure of their contribution to the common good." I wonder how 
the merit idea would work if we increase accolades and 'status' based on care about others? 
 

Myth: INCARCERATION PAYS A 'DEBT TO SOCIETY' - Why do we keep repeating 
this? Members of society believe that incarceration and the judicial system costs them money; 
they do not feel that they have been paid in any way. How could they? The only debt that has 
been paid is the one requested and required by a heartless and hungry punitive system. Society 
has little faith that 'the system' is providing the information necessary to reengage successfully. 
Together, we can change this. The 'justice system' is the only group getting paid.  
 

Myth: WE ARE FRAGILE - The "Helping" Industry relies on us being weak. ACE (Adverse 
Childhood Experiences) scores may describe some aspects of people, but they in no way 
represent who we are. Many of us with high ACE scores have also become even more than 
resilient, we are now anti-fragile because of our challenges.  This means that the adverse 
conditions made us stronger than we would have been without them.  

Myth: TV NEWS INFORMS YOU OF WHAT IS GOING ON All you get from any single 
news source is what they want you to see and believe. What they show us is what their sponsors 
want them to show us. Sponsors demand support, so the advertisements determine the 'news' 
you'll see on TV. Social Media cannot be counted on to inform us of anything but an opinion. To 
get more pieces of the whole story, we must consider information offered by many news sources. 
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Myth: WE NEED AUTHORITY AND MONEY TO 'FIX' OUR CHALLENGES - Why would 
we ask the institutions, and the people who are complicit in maintaining them, to fix the problems 
they created? Winona LaDuke says: "You shouldn't let your dealer tell you what you need." Are we 
frustrated enough yet to work on the solutions together? We've been trained to believe these 
myths: 
- Experts and 'science' have the solutions to our challenges; they will provide the relief for 

our suffering. Q: What if they are the cause of our suffering? 
- Money will fix our problems. Does money build trust, cooperation and feelings of confidence? 

We have gifts to share with each other. Our focus on money continues to take away our power. 
Money does not give us power.  Feelings of agency, support and capability give us power! 

 
Myth: INDIVIDUALISM – Individualism is said to be a “fundamental American principle” so is 
authoritarianism, lying, stealing, false superiority and also the myth of the 'self-made' person and 
"united we stand". 
INTERDEPENDENCE, on the other hand, is a fundamental planetary principle. We can 
easily see our impact on the environment and on each other because of our insatiable pursuit 
of more stuff; a belief created to fill the hole created by 'individualism'. The Rev. Desmond 
Tutu reminded us that "the solitary individual' is a contradiction in terms. 

 
Myth: "FREE-MARKET CAPITALISM” - You'll find that file between Easter Bunny and Santa 
Clause. The game is rigged. Capitalism offers some opportunity, but 'the market' does not 
respond to our needs.  Instead, it manufactures our desires and externalizes unhealthy costs.  

 
Myth: NOTHING WORKS: Roger Martinson wrote, "the represent array of correctional 
treatments has no appreciable effect - positive or negative - on rates of recidivism of convicted 
offenders." In the magazine Public Interest (1974), he stated, "rehabilitative efforts that have 
been reported so far have no appreciable effect on recidivism." The way that I read this is: the 
ineffective ‘programs’ supplied by the prisons (or whomever else) did not impact the already low 
(compared to today) recidivism rate. He said that no single thing works because we are unique.  
We are not robots. One thing that always works is 100% pro-social: it's us working together!  

 
EMPLOYMENT AND EDUCATION REDUCE RECIDIVISM Only YOU "reduce 
recidivism". You and nothing else. It is up to you to utilize education or employment 
opportunities to support your reentry success; YOU get full credit for how you apply your gifts. 
After all, employment and higher education did not keep Jeff Skilling, Bernie Madoff, Martha 
Stewart, Bill Cosby, Charles Kushner, or several elected representatives, out of prison. 

 
CRIMINOGENIC NEEDS Incarcerated people have basic human needs; the same needs 
we all have. You are not different. This is yet another attempt to scientize othering. 

 
Myth: EXPERTS KNOW WHAT'S BEST 
Experts have agendas. Always consider who is paying the 'expert'. Non-profit status does not 
automatically indicate integrity. Professional 'fixers' are often poor listeners. Prisons, schools and 
hospitals tell us what we need, they rarely ask what we think or feel. How can they 'help' if they 
don't hear? We can learn to listen to ourselves and each other by asking questions. We can 
work, care, and grow together to build our capacity for complexity, cooperation, constructive 
learning, critical thinking, and agency! We are the 'experts' we've been waiting for. 
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